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March 2020 
Schedule of Flying 
Events and Meetings    

Date Day Location Time Notes 

OUTDOOR EVENTS     

May 12 Tues Olathe, KS ~6:30 HAFFA Outdoor Champs 

May 24 Sun Topeka, KS 8:30 am TopCL Annual Stunt Contest 

May 26 Tues Olathe, KS ~6:30 HAFFA Outdoor Champs 

June 9 Tues Olathe, KS ~6:30 HAFFA Outdoor Champs 

June 23 Tues Olathe, KS ~6:30 HAFFA Outdoor Champs 

July 14 Tues Olathe, KS ~6:30 HAFFA Outdoor Champs 

July 28 Tues Olathe, KS ~6:30 HAFFA Outdoor Champs 

Sept. 5 – 7 
Sat. – 
Mon. Denver, CO All Day MMM Rocky Mountain Champs 

Oct. 3 & 4 
Sat & 
Sun Marion, Kansas All Day both Days HAFFA Annual Fall Contest 

INDOOR EVENTS     

May 19 Tues   Club Meeting 

June 16 Tues.   Club Meeting 

July 21 Tues   Club Meeting 
 

HAFFA I ndoor  F ly ing  S i te  Locat i ons:                      HAFFA Club  Meet ings:   

O z a n a m  G y m n a s i u m         O s a w a t o m i e  C i t y  A u d i t o r i u m             
4 2 1  E .  1 3 7 t h  S t .                 M a i n  S t r e e t                                          N o t  k n o w n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
K a n s a s  C i t y ,  M O               O s a w a t o m i e ,  K S                                 
 

F o r  f l y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t  J e f f  R e n z  ( 9 1 3 - 4 8 4 - 0 3 7 7 )  
 

Editorial – Well, the Covid19 virus has pretty well destroyed HAFFA flying for the foreseeable future. As you all know, 

our March meeting was scrubbed, our spring indoor championship contest for April 5 at Osawatomie is cancelled, as well as our April 
meeting. Since all of the four KC Metro Area Counties are under a 30 day a mandatory shelter in place quarantine until at least April 
24, including Johnson County, Kansas, both of our outdoor championship practice sessions are also cancelled. If there is any silver 
lining to this, everyone, including myself, should have plenty of time for building. I am expecting to see everyone with beautiful, 
good flying, airplanes when we eventually do get to resume flying. 
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Particularly painful is the fact that this would have been the last HAFFA meeting at the Southridge Presbyterian Church. It is 
scheduled to close after the Easter Service on April 12. With the quarantine, they cannot have their service. I believe Wally Berg has 
been a member there for more than 70 years, and my heart goes out to him and Barb. A shame indeed!! 
 
Under the current circumstances, this is probably the last newsletter until we are up and flying again. 
 

Jeff Renz on the Science Olympiad - I would like to take the time to thank Dana field, Charlie and 

Liz, and Suman, for judging and running the event. I would like to thank Mike Basta for bringing all his tools and 
equipment. Mike set up a table in the far end of the gym, and was open for business when I looked over there. At one 
point in the afternoon he had five kids around him, and was showing them how to glue airplane wings together, and put in 
dihedral. Anyway, I thought I should mention that this was a good thing that the Honeywell group is now involved, 
because I would like to change how our club is involved with Science Olympiad. I would like Honeywell to run the event 
next year, and have HAFFA focus more on reaching out to one or two schools to assist them with their programs, 
especially the schools with limited resources. The rich kids showed up with their expensive kits, and well-built models, and 
that's how it will always be. That's okay because it at least keeps model airplanes flying and going. However I always feel 
bad when I see the worried parents show up with some cobbled together thing they built the night before with their kid. I 
can see enthusiasm and hope on their face. But when the small airplane weighs so much that, in Dana’s case, with a max 
of 10 grams for catapult launch gliders, there was a glider weighing 30 grams. This would have been a dangerous flying 
missile. By the time they reworked the plywood airplane into something that weighed 10 grams, it had a wingspan of like 3 
in. Had these parents, or kids, even had 15 minutes of exposure to one of our club members going into the school and 
explaining model airplanes, they could have had the concept and been guided to some websites. That's what cracks me 
up! All these kids are so good at using their phones and finding things on the internet. But when it comes to indoor model 
airplane construction or design, they somehow completely ignore the immense amount of YouTube videos, etc, that are 
online. I'm not sure what that's all about. Anyway, I am just complaining for now. It's something we can discuss over the 
summer months. Also I should mention that this month's AMA magazine has an article on how to build a very simple 
rubber powered Science Olympiad airplane. It is worth looking at. It complies with this year's rules, which is absolutely 
insane because I only have a 12 CM diameter propeller. The article was written by Charlie Sotich. 

 

 

Indoor – We did have indoor flying at Osawatomie on March 8, and that is it for this season. Jeff Renz has written a treatise on 

the flying which is done for the year. Scores will follow, and some pictures as well. 

 

From Jeff Renz Indoor CD: 

I know our indoor flying season came to an abrupt halt this year in 2020. I would like to thank all the Flyers and everyone who made 

this possible, and all the club members. Looking forward to next year. Dana field ended up beating Jeff Renz by 2 points in glider this 

year for the Tem Johnson Memorial.  Renz managed to wrestle away the indoor trophy from Jeff Nisley for the total points.  He will 

have it on his mantle for the 2020 year. (Editor: Let’s hope it does not disappear forever!!) 

It was great to see Wally Freeburg flying more P18 mass launches this year.  He won at least two of them.  Good job Wally. 

Roie Black put up some impressive P18 flights towards the end of the flying season.  Roie is coming back to the indoor flying hobby 

after a hiatus of many years.  Roie has been moving his stuff from Texas and getting his NASA control room work shop ready.  I am 

sure next year he will be a force to be reckoned with.  

After the last flying session I dropped Roie off at this house and he gave me a tour of his workshop.  It is fantastic! He had all the 

lights up and was painting. (I think really his wife Cheryl was doing the painting).  He pointed out all the CAT5 internet cables and 

HAM radio antenna cables neatly pulled through the walls with proper electrical boxes and cover plates. He will be set up to build 

everything from large Old Timer FF airplanes to Peanut Scale.  Very cool!  Hopefully, the Covid19 thing will blow over and we can 

have a garage party at his house next fall. 

Renz 

The existing totals/scores for this year’s intra-club flying sessions (Dime Scale, Glider, Phantom 

Flash, P18 this year’s events) 
 
1st place Renz, 2nd place Nisley, 3rd place Jack Vetter, 4th place Dana, 5th place Roie, Tim Pivonka 6th. 
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Monthly Results: 
 

 (2019 November + December) are as follows: 

Nisley 16 
Renz 15 
Dana 13 
Vetter 9 
Pivonka 3 

Please note we did not count points in the October session. 
 
For January 2020 
Nisley 16+8=24 
Renz 15+10=25 
Dana 13 
Vetter 9+6=15 
Pivonka 3 
 
For February 2020 
Renz 25+9=34 
Nisley 24+9=33 
Dana 13+7=20 
Vetter 15+7=22 
Roie Black 5 
Pivonka 3 
 
For March 2020 
Renz 34+10=44 
Nisley 33+7=40 
Vetter 22+7=29 
Dana 20+4=24 
Roie Black 5+4=9 
Pivonka 3 
 

Tem Johnson Glider Results – Total Points: 
 
Dana Field – 15 
Jeff Renz – 13 
Jack Vetter – 9 
Jeff Nisley – 5 
 
 

       
Dana Field’s “Feather Shooter” – Weighs 2.6 grams                                  Jeff Renz’s “Stick Up”, a big P-18 – thinking about this as a next year event   
He managed to break off the nose in 2 places trimming, so never flew 
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   Jack Vetter holding his Dime Scale “Martin MO-1                 Tim Pivonka holding a P-Nut Scale WWI, didn’t get which one 
 

     
Both Jerry White and Tim Pivonka participate in the local plastic model club. Jerry’s 2nd place hot rod and Tim’s awesome P-38 
 

                   
                  P-18 Mass Launch in March – little bit fuzzy, but is probably most popular event 
 



~ 5 ~ 

Mike Basta has kicked our butts for years with his Sweepette. The following four pages are for a 14 inch version suitable for hand 
launch or catapult launching. If we fly this summer, one of these may give us a chance of catching him. Al Lidberg was good!! 
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